NPTEL Syllabus

Rural and Urban Sociology - Web course

COURSE OUTLINE

Urban existence is the fate of an ever-increasing population in the modern world.

At the beginning of the 21st century, 3 billion people live in urban areas around
the world and the number is expected to grow to 5 billion by 2030.

Itis also understood that the metropolitan regions of the developing countries
will be witnessing this growth. The rise of the modern city in the post-Industrial
Revolution period has raised new intellectual queries and the task of urban
sociology is to address and answer those questions.

The course will enable the student to appreciate urban development from a
sociological perspective.

COURSE DETAIL

Module Topics and Content No. of
lectures
1. Introduction: 4
e From rural to urban: debates around the
concepts of gemeinschaft and gesellschaft.
In the introductory chapter some of the key sociological
issues/concepts that are seminal to urban sociology
will be discussed.
The rise of the modern city was intrinsic to the ‘problem
of order' precipitated by the Industrial Revolution and
revolutionary democracy in Western Europe.
The chapter will look at these historical events and
analyze concepts such as gemeinschaft and
gesellschaft that are crucial for understanding the
debates in urban sociology.
2. Origin of city in history: 6
e The Ancient City.
¢ The Medieval City.
e The Modern Industrial city.
In this chapter the city in history will be traced through
the works of urbanists and sociologists such as Lewis
Mumford, Gordon V. Childe, Max Weber, Charles H.
Cooley.
3. Theories of urban sociology: 10
e Classical: The classical sociological theorists
grappled with the arrival of modern
urbanism.They attempted to understand the very
nature of the new industrial society that was
transforming the European cities.
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e Contemporary: The contemporary sociological
theories look at cities from the point of view of
production, distribution and consumption of
space. These theoretical approaches have been
influenced largely by the ecological, cultural and
political-economic perspectives.

Technology and urban life:

e |t has been observed by historians that
technological and urban developments are
closely related processes.

e The use and impact of technology varies
between urban and rural areas.

e This chapter will discuss, through case-studies,
how technology moulds urban landscape as
urban social life-as centres of education, as
sources for capital and political power-impacts on
technology.

Poetics and politics of urban spaces:

e Sociologists have looked at different dimensions
of urban spaces such as neighbourhood, ghetto,
suburbs and the edge city.

e This chapter will explore, drawing on cross-
cultural case-studies, how urban spaces are the
products of a number of social processes.

Urban planning and design:

e City planning reflects the social structures and
processes in any society.

e Modern urban planning had its origins in the
reaction to the rapid and disorderly growth that
characterized the latter part of the 19th century.

e This chapter will sensitize the student to appraise
urban planning from a sociological perspective.

® The chapter will look at pre-imperial, colonial and
post-independence Indian cities and show how
city planning and larger social processes
reinforce one another.

Rural, urban, 'rururban' and suburban: the future of
urban sociology:

¢ In India the dichotomy between rural and urban
has often been questioned by sociologists.

¢ It has been pointed out that the neologism
‘rururban’ captures the dynamics of Indian
urbanism.

e This chapter will address such conceptual
guestions and review contemporary sociological
studies on urbanization in India.

e [twill also comment on possible areas of further
research.

Coordinators:

Dr. Anindita Chakrabarti
Department of Humanities and Social
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